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STAY WITH THE ONES WHO KNOW YOU!
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Dccember 21, 2009

Via Electronic Comment Filin~ System

lIon. Julius Genachowski, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12 St., SW
Washington, DC 20554

Rc: NBP )'uhlic Notice #26
GN Docket Nos. 09-47, 09-51, 09-137

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I am the owner of Folse Communications, LLC, which has becn serving the rural areas of southeastcrn
Louisiam:l sincc 1995 through two Class A stations, KFOL~CA (Houma, Louisiana) and KJUN-CA (Morgan City,
Louisiana). My stations arc unique in that often times they provide the only coverage of these areas as well as the
nearby more isolated communities. We cover local news, sports and weather. Indeed, one of the most valuable services
that I provide on these stations is hurricane coverage, often even when the full-power stations in New Or1e~ms ~hllt

down. We stay on the air as long as possiblc and provide constant, real-time information to rcsidents in the are~L

We arc also in the process of transitioning both KFOL and KJUN to digital operations, a process which has
taken much longer than anticipated due to the damage both stations 1'I.~ccivcd in Hurricane Gustav on September 1,
2008. Both towers that we were planning to site the digital equipmcnt on were destroyed and their reph\ccmcnt has
been a time consuming process. Nevertheless, we have numerous plans for the digital spectrum once it is up and
nll1l1tng.

SpeciHca.lly, on one additional channel, we plan to have an all local weather channel, which is particularly
useful Jew this area f<:w the commercial fishcrmen as well :IS fbI' hurricane season. On another channel we plan to have a
petroleum industry channel which is also vcry relevant here as many rcsidcnts arc employed in the petroleum industry.
Ultimately, we plan to use all of out' additional spectrum. While our programming already fills a deep well of need
amongst the communities that we servc, this additional programming will be even more responsive to the local
community, somcthing that we know the FCC has been championing. Indeed, this was the purpose of the Class A
service to begin with.
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To hear that the Commission is now considering I'cpurposing additional digital spectrum to be used for broadband is
very disheartening me since my operation serves a semi-rural community that is not otherwise consistently served by
larger city stations and cannot stand to lose this programming. We plan to usc all of the spectrum that is allotted lo US

to provide even more coverage to issues that are unique to our community. Rcpurposing this spectrum for use by
broadband is simply not in the public interest for our communities.

We arc even more conccrncd about the proposed repurposing because due to Jllctors olltside of our control, our
conversion to digital has not yet taken place. Yct we are at risk of losing some of the spectrum before we have even
had a chance to use it. Class A stations were not evcn authorized to begin offering digital until 2004 - at least five
years ancl" the first digital licenses were issued fl.)/' full-power st~lti()ns. Even then, there was little financial incentive
for Class A stations to transition because off-air viewers would be left without a means to receive the digital signal until
just carlier this year. It is very frustrating to know that just as we are able to have a I1naneially viable digital operation,
the Commission may rcpLlrpose some of the spectrum for broadband.

How is the public interest served by tuking <.lWUy spectrum from those broadcasters who serve the underservcd
before they have even had a chance to use it?

We strongly urge the Commission to carefully evaluate the impact on the public interest of repurposing
spectrum from broadcasters an.d giving it to broadband users for the impact will likely be great and to the detriment of
local programming - the broadcasting that the Commission holds as being one of the most important services it
oversees.

Sincerely,

,~---

....
Martin Folse
Folse Communications, LLC
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